THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
tions in the federated states. In the draft submitted to the
committee, there was an Article 10 which read: "In all
the nations belonging to the Confederation, state assem-
blies should be constitutional." The article meant that the
Stiinde, the estatfes of the Old Regime still functioning in
Germany, and the assemblies to be created where none ex-
isted, were to be constitutional and representative, similar
to the parliaments of France or England. But the plenipo-
tentiary from Luxembourg considered the article too
simple; he asked what would have been said in England,,
under King John's reign, or what would have happened,
if a Magna Carta had been decreed without its terms being
defined, and a Parliament without saying how it was to be
formed. He therefore proposed an article formulated as
follows:
The members of the Confederation agree to establish in
all the German states a representative Constitution or Diets,
by which Constitution the Diets will be guaranteed the right
to be consulted about matters that concern general legislative
functions, to consent to taxes, and to bring complaints before
the King as a body, unless similar constitutions and institu-
tions exist already, in which case the countries will be-guar-
anteed the rights they possess.
There were lengthy and lively discussions between
those who wanted to generalize and those who preferred
to specify. Finally, Article 13 was approved, and it was
worded as follows in the French version:
There will be state assemblies in all the countries of the
Confederation.
1   The German text read:
In alien Bundes-Staaten wird eine landesstandische Verfas-
rtwg stattfinden.
It was concise but rather equivocal. What were these
landesstandische Verfassungen that Germany was prom-